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Letter 1: 30 August 1796

D6104/41/1

Rh side
96 August 30th
Dear Sir

I promised to write to You whenever I had
anything in your line to communicate but should I
wait for any thing timely acceptable to You, as being
new and singular in the antiquarian line, brought to light
by means of my own Researches, You might perhaps
have waited till your patience had been exhausted: I
will endeavour therefore to form a Letter to You as well
as I can - I believe I told you before I left Dartford
that I had purchased 6 Vol (in three) of a History of
Hampshire, and ordered them down to Romsey - I was led
to suppose the work a good one but I was disappointed
the first Vol (& 2d bound in one) contains an alphabetical disposition of
all the places, but says very little of each e.g.
Romsey contained in about 40 lines, and mostly taken
from Gough, Camden – a moderately full acct of Win-
chester and Southampton but mostly taken from the Guides
published at the respective places & sic de cæteris.
However I must acknowledge there are a few pretty
good plates of views.  The second Vol. and 3d together
contains a copy of the origl Domesday of Hampshire
with a translation on the opposite page – also an
agricultural survey of the County , Honour & Biography
of eminent men the County – Vol 5 & 6 Guernsey, Jersey
etc. I have to say also that on my passing thro’ London
Messrs Leigh & Sotheby had purchased for the sd whole  eleven
Vol of Archaeologia at xxx … [torn page]
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Rev’d Mr Denne
Wilmington
Near Dartford
Kent
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Very handsomely bound in Calf and lettered – I have thereby got a
duplicate of Vol 11 – which I have sent to York Street to be disposed
of. It is well I got these Vols complete, for I know not where
I could have got the Loan of any of them except at Lord Palmerstons
my near neighbour, and the only antiquary I know of nearer than
Winchester or Salisbury.

What a copious delivery of
prints added to the 12th Vol of archaeology have we had for this
Year, & in my opinion very good likewise. – I have no additional
Remarks to make on your intelligent Paper on Paper Marks
Which when you shewed me in MS I was much pleased
with – I read too once again the Life of Ph. Pette, which
is certainly very curious, & points out the Temper of those Times
to consist of much Party Violence – I am also not a little
gratified by the Essay tow’ds a Hist. of the Venta Icenorum, as
therein is exemplified the differences between the Saxon and Norman
architecture, of which before I had not a competent Idea.
In short in this Vol. are many Tracts which I am pleased with.
I want You much to pay me a Visit, in order to explore
many things around us which belong to your Department
and which You cannot fail of being Pleased with – Suppose
you were to make a (Parson’s) Week; Holidays, and take a Trip
to Romsey in the Coach from the Bell Taverge – it will convey
You as safely as it has often done me – and in case You do not
wish to trust yourself alone, I can furnish Beds for two
antiquaries as well as one, I would have You consider
of it before the Days get short.
I had reason to suppose that when I left Dartford, Mr Prete
would not remain long single, & am happy to find that He is now
fixed for Life with a very good young Woman, and one of whom
I had [page torn] good opinion – I sincerely wish them happy.

[Much of the rest of this page has the right-hand side truncated.  I have used … to show where text is obviously missing.]
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Have you heard when Mr Gough publishes his [page torn]
Sepulchral Monuments? I begin to long to see it [page torn]
[page torn] cito dat in a Proverb old enough - & I am persua…
the Mind may be kept so long in suspense, as at last sca…
to value the expected xxx, tho’ it may come at last 
so it is in respect to my Expectation of Publication of the …
Embassy which I am now told will not appear till the next …
I have been served the same in respect to a fine Publica…
American Lepidoptera by Edwards; This was to have ap…
2 Winters since – however the delay does not interest You

I was in hopes of seeing our old Friend Mr [page torn] here by this
Time, but He informs me of the impossibility of it, from having
 been appointed to the whole care and management of Deal Hospital
where He does now, or soon will reside – Every [page torn] give 
B. credit for his being able to retire from the fatig [page torn]
of such [page torn] ‘ession as one is by the fear you will [page torn]
have of Resolution so to do while He may, as You [page torn]
do, enjoy the comforts of Retirement.
Have You any thing to tell me concerning Mr Hasted’s
 
last Vol of Kent?  I suppose not –
I hope this will find yourself and neighbours all
well - I beg my best respects to Mr Tasker and Family
Campbells, Leigh and all who may enquire after me
and in particular Mrs Denne – Mrs Latham joining
Me in every good wish to yourself and Mrs D – remaining

Most sincerely yours

John Latham

Romsey 30 August 1796

We have long been Friends and Neighbours, may we be yet
longer Correspondents – hope soon to hear from [page torn’

Letter 2: 9 October 1796

D6104/41/2
Rh side
Dear Sir,

When I wrote 3 sides of a sheet of paper to
you (as Yours to me hints the satisfaction of necessity,) I began
upon Trust, knowing that in case my Thoughts might not spin
out to that length, the sheet would cost no more than half
an one, & in Case I filled only half a sheet the cost of the other
half would fall on me only; whether You may have gained
by what I have written I leave to yourself.

I thank You for the information concerning Mr Hasted’s Work
but I hope You may be able to convey one Hint to the Publishers
of the 8vo Edition now in agitation; which is, that the Possessors of the
Folio one have some claim to whatever additions may be
made in the 8vo published separately in the Folio size, as
an appendix to the 4th when published, tho’ by the face of
Things 3 or more years are likely to pass before We see
that Volume – a Letter received lately from our Friend Boys
on this subject says “Hasted miserably indigent has
“projected an 8vo Edition of this Work, & it meets with Encouragement
“The 4th Vol in Folio is in forwardness & goes on regularly,
“I expect the Sheets relating to Sandwich very soon.”
I read Attorney Bro. Gate from the Moment I observed Him
taking up a good Floor, already wholly covered with a Carpet,
to put down another of clean Deals, to be still covered with
the same carpet - & in addition, to take down a newly put up
Paper, & substitute stucco in its room – because, the Room
smelt of the Victuals after Dinner – Alas! I then said I
wish the poor Madman may have any Victuals to smell at
in a few years – How little does the Conduct of the Free
Mason You talk of coincide with his Conduct when He headed
the Cavalcade as a firm Loyalist on the association day!
I always considered him as a very paltry Fellow, and I fear a
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Might prove a dangerous Enemy to Peace & good order, should
 his actions be brought to the Test at any Time.

I must read a little more before it will be in my Power to
follow You thro’ the difference betw. Norman and Saxon Reliques
I have read Essex’s King’s and the last Essay of Mr Wilkins &
begin to feel my Way a little – I shall one Time or other get
at the Essay You mention in the Irish Transactions, - Ld Palmerston
has made no visits hitherto – He came to Broadlands very late
& having just before rec’d news of Lady P’s Brothers (Mr Mee)
Death – before she had recov’d this shock, her Mother having
come to stay a while with the Family in a Week or two was
taken ill and died there – since which the Family are gone
to Bath – Lord P. is F.R. & A. S.S.
I will give You due credit for Yr Idea of the derivation of the
Gothic from the Norman stile, and I think it was some Time ago
that you mentioned the Circumstance – I have intended to write
to Mr Rashleigh, & perhaps may before long, when I do, I shall
add that [Asby?] gives as one reason for the withholding the Sep: Monts.
He not being able to procure anything satisfactory about the Date
at Preston Hall – There are certainly some Traits of Humour
in Mr Cl Andersons Narrative, but they are like our modern 
Pindaric Essays very ill natured ones; besides these, the whole
narrative is dry beyond Measure – You will certainly see
the Tour dressed up in a very different Way sooner or later, not
that the Issue can be made out otherwise that it really is.
The Justices of the Peace do go to Church in these Parts, I do
assure You – e.g. at Hursley it is a Rule for the Farmers
to mulct their serv’ts of their Sunday dinner, when it can be
proved they do not go to Church. - Farmer – did so with
one of his Men – on w’ch He went to the Justice to complain – The
Justice observed that He would by no means alter so laudable a
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Custom; adding, I go to Church every Sunday myself & I expect
everyone in the Parish to do the same, unless prevented by sickness,
therefore get about yr Business – The Man went home, and has
ever since earned his Sunday Dinner.
I thank you for the extracts from the Maidstone Journal concerning
the Malt and Hops – whatever Rogues the Kentish Brewers may be, to occasion
such researches into their mysteries, with the Resolutions taken to
punish their unfair dealings, I know not – but we hear not of any
illicit Practices in Hampshire, in consequence no stir can be
made about Punishment – perhaps the Kentish Brewers have
learned that in former days Hops were accounted a pernicious
weed, & not allowed to enter a Brewhouse – now that Government
can profit by poisoning the Kings subjects they are the only Bitter
allowed – Observe the Injunctions to the Brewer of Hen viij
“not to put any Hops or Brimstone into the ale”
 – Mem:
whenever You dare venture into Hampsh. I will venture to give
You some good Beer made of Malt & Hops, bone fide [torn page]

As yet I have been able to make no archæological Refe [torn page]
having found employment enough in setting my House in Order.
I cannot avoid however remarking the erudition of my Neighbourhood
where the makers name of a waggon or cart appears in the Latin
Tongue – Thomas Brown fecit – T. Jenvey fecit etc etc
What a happy thing to be thus situated among the Literati
tell your neighbour Natt of this, that he may, before He,
dies, pass for a conjuror.
Mr Boys in his last letter talks of Remarkable Stones said to
have fallen from the Clouds, & Vestiges of Oxford Castle – the latter a Fragment
of a Work speedily to be published on ancient Castles & Progress of Architec.
sent Him by Mr King - & says had He known of yr Publication on Water Marks
He could have furnished You with some You have not met with.
I say this in case You mean a supplement on the same subject.

I have now filled 3 sides and find I must turn over
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In order to conclude myself with due Compts to Mrs Dunne.
Dear Sir

Yours very sincerely

John Latham

Romsey 9 Oct 1796

I shall at all Times be glad to hear from You, & do not
fail to note the Changers in yr Neighbourhood, be it for the worse
or better – Compts to all enquirers after Me and mine.

Rev Saml Dunne
Wilmington
near Dartford
Kent

Letter 3: 28 December 1796

D6104/41/3
Rh side

Dear Sir,

I really do thank you for your last Letter
as it was well filled with matter, and not content yourself with
crowding in as much for Mr Pitts Penny as you could, You
cribbed a corner for our friend Peete, whereby You saved a
penny more independent of Postage – now one cannot say
that this mode of proceeding was a Fruad, as a sheet is a sheet
contain what it will - & I thank You for saving my Pocket

I cannot find the Examination of Arist’ Archives in the monthly
Review – But this I know that the Motto of William of Wykeham
is written Manners makyth Man in every Place throughout
Winchester in which it appears – Wykeham indeed is spelt
different ways as Dr Louden’s acc’t given to Leland
 - It is Wikam
& also in the same Book I see Wickham & Wykham – but ever
where his name occurs in deeds etc it is Wykeham – Whatever the 
man may be I cannot defend his Manners – but perhaps He
thought as it was a noun of Number
 He might take a Liberty
& suppose it was the same with Urbanitas, Liberalitas even
for which he meant it should stand, but forgot Himself.
Your acc’t of old Nestor does not surprise Me – I do
not recollect whether I told You his address to Me when I paid
him a Visit at Franks in a former illness – He addressed
Me by saying: I have had something happened to Me which
never happened before – after a Pause & my wondering what
it could be – Why Sir! I brought up my Dinner, and I am
sure all is not right – now that a man can keep every
Meal down for 70 or 80 Years together might prove him to be
of such a Constitution as in rarely to be seen.
Should any one ask Me what Punishment a certain Attorney
may be likely to undergo in the next World, neither You nor I
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dare answer, but it is clear that in this world it is to be
broke on the Wheel.
I do not give up my meeting my 
old Friends at Dartford, for I hope some time or other to be
lucky enough to join them or a Club or Commission day
hereafter.

I am sorry to hear that Mr T. Williams has had
a serious attack of Palsy – but I find that He is better, and that
He is gone to Bath, w’ch appears likely to restore Him. -
Erratum in my last – for coal (if it was written so) read Gold -
I might tell you that I have had a letter from Mr Hasted, to say
that He was about to publish his 8vo Edition etc etc - & wanting Me
to get, from Sir J. Boyd, an acc’t of the antique Vase which stands
before the House at Darson – I ventured to say from myself that
Sir J. B. bought it from Italy & that the History is a Wine Press
with accompanying Series etc, beyond this I could not say – if He
wanted more I gave Him Sir J. Boyd’s direction (which he knew
before as well as I) – Mem. He refers Me to Son Charles for Names
of Subscribers if supposing I live yet at Dartford) I can get any for Him
I took the liberty of adding that in case He could print his addenda
in folio separate it would doubt fall, and We who were in possess’n
of his Work in that size must think ourselves obliged, & indeed
some would think it their dues - etc I have p’d my Money
for the 4th Vol to Mr Faulder – What You tell Me of Ireland does
not astonish Me – He was always a shuffler – alas! My good Sir
Mr Gc does Me too much Honour in supposing Me capable
of informing Him in a case w’ch respects Genalogy to whom I sh’d
apply as my dernier resource were I to want information on the Subject
but had it been a natural History Case I might have been useful?
I am totally ignorant too of what You write about matters at
Cambridge, yet I am thankful for the information, as it may lead to
my further inquiries about a Place, where I have never been.

I wish my old Friend Sir J. Plow had shared in Mrs Brookes
Bounty, it would have been of much use to Him – not that I
have the less opinion of the Rev’d his Bro’r – but I think half would
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have been full enough – would not You and I have thought so?
Pray let me know the Inscription on the consecrated Tablet, whenever it
may be in your Power so to do – I never before heard of the matter
altho’ the late Mr Br. Did write unintelligibly for the most Part
yet He might in the Case of so short an inscription as that on a Tablet
exert his abilities to be understood, for sculptures do not admit of
connections as in letter Press – as to Mr Hard I do not wonder to
hear of his Death, nor indeed that of Mr Selby, for He indulged
I should like to hear when Darenth House is disposed of, but I fear that
our Friend the present Possessor expects more than its value, & I have
ever though that the addition of its external coat did not add
to its beauty, any more than the later additions of modern Gothic
Mr Currly will lose a Friend in Mr Webber, who has had much Trouble
in his Family; his age has not killed Him – by the bye, Mr C. has
not found Time to answer a few lines w’ch I sent Him 2 months ago,
but I am sensible He has a great deal to do, if he does but do it.
I have just had news from York Street that the 2d Vol
of Sepulchal Mon’ts will be sent Dr next Conveyance, but
at the same time I hear it costs 9.9.0 – So I expect some
good Plates & a good many of them – pray can You say to me
hereafter how many other Volumes are to follow?
How You are at Wilmington I hear not, but we have [page torn]
about 9 or 10 Inches deep and a very cold in course the win [page torn]
E. or N.E.

Tell Mr Tasker that Barlies were sold 
at 31/6 at Romsey on Saturday, & when You write again
may ask Him the Price – Comparison does no Harm &
may do good – Christmas appears much the same here as
with You, with the addition of Morris Dancers in fantastic garb
who claim a fee from each House – in Number 6 – w’ch is
stationary, all young rakish Lads, & no one can be admitted into the
community except a vacancy by death etc – in manner of Ringers
in Kent and other places – Ld Palmerston has not made his appear
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ance any where in this neighbourhood as a Visitor nor at Church
& we here suppose He will not at least this Season – He has no
doubt his Reasons, tho’ we only guess at them. He is chosen
one of the Members for Winchester – Bella, horrida Bella
are still to plague poor John Bull – But I hope that He will
still prove too much for Nich Frog & Lewis Baboon – after
which we saucy Islanders may enjoy rest – all are well in 
these Quarters & send Com’ts to self and Mrs Denne as well
as enquirers The writer remaining as heretofore
Most sincerely yours
John Latham
Romsey 28 Dec 1796

[Written around the address]

From A Journey through Spain by Joseph Townsend A.M.
in 1786, 1787, Vol II p. 15 – Asturias
Although subject to such a variety of endemical diseases
Few countries can produce[covered by seal] examples of longevity
many live to the age of a [covered by seal], some to a hundred and
ten, and others much [covered by seal] The same observation may
be extended to Galicia, where in the parish of S Juan de
Poyo A.D. 1724, one curate administered the Sacrament
to thirteen persons, who ages together made one thou-
sand, four hundred and ninety nine the youngest of these
being one hundred and ten and the oldest one
hundred and twenty seven. But in Will xxx xxx
Fosinanes one Juan de Ouseyro, a poor labourer
died in xxx year 1726, aged more than one
hundred and forty six years.

Mem.
Arab Num’l
Mr G. object
Hasted
Sir Jn. B.
Monum cant. cathedral
courtney’s cenotaph
Sanham change
Mr Tasker’s son
Mr John Saunders cavalry
Mr Warre & Mr Milner
Mr Webber fistula
W’ch in fev’r of M’s W & xxx

96 October 9th
Rev Saml Dunne
 Wilmington
near Dartford
Kent

Letter 4  17 Aug 1795
D6104/41/4/1
To the Rev’d Mr Denne
Augt 17 1795

Dear Sir,

Below is in something for yr investigation, and is
what I cannot find noticed in the History of Winton, I pray
you to decipher it against I see you, unless you wish to
write to me whilst I am in Hampshire – I shall be at
Romsey till Monday or Tuesday next, and afterw’ds at
Winchester – perhaps a list of the present dignitaries
of the City may not be disagreeable to you, if so, here it is
Cathedral – North Bishop – Ogle Dean of W &
Rector of St Mary overies at Southampton
 – Dr Sturges, Chanc.
of the dioc. Prebendary and Rector of – London – Woodford
archdeacon, Prebendary, etc – Hare, Rennell, Poulten,
Turner, Garnet, Pyle, Legge, Warton & one more Prebendary
Woodburn, Tawney, Westcomb, Smith, Gabell Sen’r, Hopkins, Minor Canons. =

College – Bishop of Winton Visitor – Huntingford
Warden – Dr Goddard 1st – Mr Gabell 2nd Mr Walker 3rd
Masters = Mr Gabell (Sen’r) Tawney, Smith Chaplains
Blackstone Senr do Junr – Williams, Jefferys
H. Lee, Hooley, Fellows
Saint Cross
Dr Lockman Master – Mr Armstrong Chaplain
On the right Hand of
the West End of the Cathedral
of Winchester is the annexed
Inscription w’ch I have copied
in Situ – You will observe
that there are 2 Paths
leading into the Passage
behind the Cathedral to
the College etc

The Inscript. Is not so
plainly to be seen as I have
figured it but I have copied
all the letters and their Situation
just as I found it.

J. Latham
[image: image1.jpg]
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Fig 1

Cessit communi proprium jam pergite qua fas
sacra sit illa Choro serva sit ista Foro

Fig 2

Illac Precator Hac Viator ambula
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Dear Sir,
After 2 or 3 Times looking at the arched doorway above
I make out what I have sketched distinctly but the few letters in Pencil
I have only conjecture for, being much obliterated – as to the lower inscrip
You will now be able to see it also in its clear Light -

The above I drew yesterday, and this morning I waited on Mr
Milner, who easily made out the 3 Letters I wanted, whereby I send
you the whole complete -
I was at Crawley yesterday – the Church of Stone with a Square
Tower for a Belfry, with a Square extinguisher shaped Top &
contains 5 Bells – on one of which Mr Booth, the Curate tells me is
a curious inscription – but I could not see it for want of Time.

The communion End of the Chancel is Square, within the Rails on the
right a Piscina, which I have drawn; on the left a rest as if an
Image had be formerly on it. – The Font 8:tagon, a dripping one,
with a Hole at bottom – placed on one leg. – This too I have drawn
to be shewn to you hereafter – In the Cathedral the Font (well known)
has 5 legs – one at Maurice’s has 5 legs also, quite plain – shall
Mr Milner shewed me his new Chapel, built under his direction
it is beautiful, & simple, in the Gothic stile – I have made a new
Drawing of the West End of Romsey Church which I think you

 [This page contains the address and several pieces of text.]
will like – but to do any many things as I might wish
would require too much Time, so as not to afford any for
other things – I yet however mean to do more
I am with Comp’ts to Mrs Denne
Most sincerely yours

John Latham

Winchester 28 August 1795

D6104/41/4/2

[Text at top of page – not in Latham’s hand probably that of Mr Denne
Extract of a Letter from Mr Gough to S.D. sent 17.95

‘Mr Latham’s exposition of the Winchester Inscription is peculiarly happy. But
the last like still remains unexplained. – The other inscription I read thus
Illac  Precetor

Hac via  Ambulator

[The word ‘via’ is written vertically from lower to upper line.]

Both are guides to ecclesiastical and civil purposes, distinguishing the one
expressly from the other – 

Note: Mr G. has inverted the position of via.

[Centre part of page, new handwriting]

Walk either way you please now common made;
This to the choir to Market that will lead
or
This to God’s house, that to the place of Trade.
Or
This to Prayers, more beaten that to Trade.

[Lower part of page, same hand as at top]

Illac Precator EtC – thus paraphrased by Mr Latham
Thou who hast a serious Mind to pray
Walk to the left: The Temple lico that pray.
But if to Walking only Thou’rt inclin’d
The Passage to the right Tho’lt quickly find.

Qu. More briefly thus

These
(


(Thou Supplicant of God above


Walk

Along this(


(You traveller must move




Or
There

Thou Supplic






Walk


ant





Here

Thou emigr

[Latham’s hand]

Rev. Mr Denne

D6104/41/4/3
(  Illac Precator
ambula
( Hac Viator
The above I construe thus
O Thow who hast a serious mind to pray
Walk to the left – The Temple lies that way
But if to walking only Thou’rt inclined
The passage to the right Thou’lt quickly find.

I have thus Thee’d and Thou’d it to make it correspond
for the plural you used singularly is too modern.

Mem. Does not the first line of Cessit Communi etc
require the word Jus to agree with the adjective proprium
and is not Via required in the other to make out the Senses?

Cessit communi proprium (Jus) jam pergere quâ fas
Sacra (Vic) sit illa Choro – serva (Via) sit ista Foro
You will also observe that the Word ista is here
used in an inferior sense to illa – which I have
before observed.

I am Yours .--
J.L.
Turn over

In your Hist & Antiq of Winton p.7 – is this passage
Winton. Prior de Via publica pro Causera
ipsorum divertenda – Pat. Anno 48 Ed. 3. Pars
1. M.5. vel.8.

This surely is too early for our Purpose – nor
can I tell what is can mean.

J.L.

[Below in a different hand probably Denne’s]

Walk either way you please now common made,
This to God’s house, more beaten that to trade.

Or
This to the Choir, to Market that will lead

Or
This to Prayers, more beaten that to Trade.

Proprium i.n. Subs apud Logicos. Quintil. 5.10. Sunt ejusdem rei plura propria
ut ipsius ignis lucere calere &c. conf. 7.3. et Micræl. Le Philos. p.1152

[Address]
Rev Mr Denne
Wilmington

[None in Latham’s hand and may be a note that was never posted]

D6104/41/4/5
Extract from the essay by Dr Latham on the Trachea of Birds continued

p.95 – Portion of the Circle, Whilst others are not only perfect, but a strong
and elastic ligamentous nature and some few so greatly indurated as
as to approach almost to the texture of bone.  Added to which is the
great difference of muscular appendages, for, in the birds, which have a
weak voice the muscles are so likewise: on the contrary very strong muscles
are observable in those whose cry is loud, by which structure the rings, the
strength of which is ever proportioned, are put into violent action, and the
thereby enabled to throw out the air with great force. It is certain also
that in birds which sing the muscle of the Lurynx are str
In the male and in the nightingale are stronger in proportion then in any
bird of the same size. Mr Barrington supposes that the Nightingale may
be distinctly heard at more than half a mile if the evening be calm.
Phil. Trans. V.LXIII. p.279

London Herald – August 4, 98  A Woman of the name of Speechless a
Native of Boston, is said in one of the American Papers to have
talked he husband, an aged and infirm old man to death.

Letter 5  24 February 1797
D6104/41/5
Dear Sir,

As I am now in London I trouble
you with these to say that I hope to take You
by the Hand on Wednesday next – I shall come
down to Bexley (if nothing prevent) on Tuesday
& the following morning come over to Dartford -
& I shall reserve all tittle tattle till that Period
only say that our Friend Boys has been in Town
all the Week and passes through Dartford on his
return tomorrow –

At Soho Sarnare this Morning
Miss Banks asks me why the White Horse is put
on every thing belonging to Kent, We know it is the
Kentish Banner – but can You say more as to the very
original, is so, be so kind to satisfy the Lady’s longing
in this Particular so as I may be able to say more
about it when I pass my next visit to her.
At the antiq’y Soc’y last night was read a Paper

from one Sam’l Denne on certain ancient dates
with figures of a certain Oast House etc – Most
of the deep sorted antiquaries thought the subject well
elucidated.

But I am going on at the usual
rate as if I lived at Romsey, so I will xxx stop
at once and only add that I remain Yours sincerely
John Latham

Norfolk Street
Friday Morning
No 24

Compt to Mrs Denne

Pray hand the other side to Mr Peet
Stockes done yest’y at 91% - blessed Times – I yet
continued to smile with Democritus, tho’ I cannot
say that I laugh outright.

Letter 6  22 Jan 1797

D6104/41/6

Rh side
Romsey 22 Jan’y 1797

I join You, my good Friend, in lamenting the necessity of
adding to our expense of Corresponding with each other, but
as a neighbour of mine, who wished to pass for a scholar,
said to me on the increase of Taxes “Necessitas non habet
Legs”  I have a Pleasure however of informing you that I paid
only 7d for your last Favour, w’ch as things are I thought
very moderate – let things go on how they will I hope to act
the Part of Democritus rather than Heraclitus – for if our
neighbours the French laugh to the last, who dare deny us
the same Privelige – how You talk of The Cape of Storms
what a pretty piece of work have these same French made
of the Invasion of Ireland – but to be serious, We ought to
be thankful for the deliverance & in particular for the Means
Whereby is was effected – for altho’ the circumstance will
not add glory to our arms, it ought to attach us more
firmly to our deliverer

“Nec Deus inter sit, nisi dignus vindice nodus
incideret” for all our efforts perhaps might not
have effected the Event to us so fortunate –

I expected that Bacton would long ago have died of the
Dartford Disease, so that the acc’t of his death surprised me not
nor in fact did the Even opposite Darenth Church, tho’ I had
missed seeing the name in the Papers – The Man never did
appear to Me much different from others, but the Woman was
composed of Flummery boiled very thick, or as one may say
Vox et prætorie nihil – These People had never read
Poor Robin, where he says “Keep within Compass, & thou
shalt be sure, To avoid many Troubles wh’ch others endure.”
I believe too this is among the Rules of K. Charles – But who
minds either Poor Robin or K. Ch. nowadays?
If I had had sense enough I sh’d have caused Mr Gough’s
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2d Vol. to have travelled to Dartford in its way to Romsey
You could have had it long enough to have satisfied the longing
and returned it to Leigh & Sotheby or to the Romsey Coach – now it
is too late, pass it over therefore as a Compliment – I ought on this
Head to say that as the Book is, I cannot call it much too dear, but
I think He might have illustrated the Text with about one
half of the engravings, which w’d have been full enough, & then
the price w’d have been much more moderate – If the author goes on at
this Rate the Purchasers must in the End be tired out, at least I think
so – Did You not talk of Paper Marks appearing in this Volume?
I clearly so understood You – but nothing of the kind appears, tho’
there are full 150 Plates in all – It is certainly a fine Work.
You already know that I collect Coins – but I have made great
strides in respect to Provincial ones, w’ch circulate very freely
about us, & are universally taken in change – I however observe
that the major Part seem local i.e. 40 of Hampshire for 1 of any
other County, so that those of Kent do not arrive to [blot] could You
assist Me at all in this Matter; if so, I sh’d be glad, & shall
pen a fist of some of my desiderata of Kent, of wh’h too You
may let Mr [Deete? Dute?] have a copy – tho’ I dare say besides
those I have mentioned many others are current – I fear You
will never be aboard the Great Harry, tho’ you deserve to have
Your wishes in respect to it – may You be more lucky that I expect.
I will not purchase Hasted 8vo Vol’s nor any thing except He
will do as I advised Him viz. publish folio addenda, for the use
of his old Friends.

I sh’d like much to be informed where some anecdotes of the Life of
Sir W. Petty are to be found – on what acct was he knighted? I suppose
an acct of his gen’l Knowledge? He became a knight 11 Apr 1661.
See Birch Hist 7 R. Soc’y (wch I have added since I left Dartford) Vol 1. p.41.
The only Life I can find is that in Encyclopædia Britanniæ
which is short indeed – what is meant by the art of double writing?
I find He was in Ireland for a long Time and I believe President of
the Irish Society – if You can give me any anecdotes or references
to this great man during Life, and appearing (by his Tomb) so little
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after his decease, I will thank you – In Encyclop. Rumsey
is called a Haven Town – why? The latest acct from your
Part of the World was from our Friend Mr Currey, who assures Me that
his not ans’g my Letter for so great a length of Time was not owing to
any forgetfulness of old Friendships – He mentions the circumstance of
Mr Hill; contest for Shrewsbury gaining £7000 by change of Stock.
but Qu how much hust his Election business have cost Him, surely
a shameful Sum? Surely your saying in the last that Mr John
Williams mends but slowly, much be a Lapsus Pennæ, for from Mr
Prete’s Letter some time back it was Mr Thomas We & I have ever
supposed it be so, from the tendency of his Fabric being already
disposed thereto – In Mr Currey’s Letter, it is said that Mrs W writes
that Mr W. (without x’s Name) does not gain ground – what Mrs W.
could write so?  Mrs Joyce? Or is Mrs John W. at Bath too – pray
enlighten me in yr next for I am much in the dark in this matter
Tell Mr S that the original Seal you talk of would not avail Him as
it was injured in taking off the cast or mould, but I have the
Mould sufficiently perfect, & if another Impression would be
of any use I will make one for him with Pleasure [page torn]
that I can have any reason (betwixt you and me if You advise [page torn]
for not giving Mr S. the wax seal itself – whether I sh’d ever [page torn]
been scratched by the P.R.S. or not, I cannot say had I lived in Lo [page torn]
but as I probably never shall, I may itch on till Id res, without
such alleviation as a remedy, for I believe no one has the Benefit of
being scratched who lives not in London? – I am sure that had
a Tablet been put up in Wilm’n Church under the Circumstances it
was at Southfleet. You would have itched to have known its
contents and scratched rashly till You had obtained your wishes.


Provincial Coins of Kent wanting in Mr Latham’s Collections
Appledore a windmill rev. Lion & Lanb in a field of Wheat – Benenden
a wheat sheaf – rev. Arms - Feversham a ship rev Arms – Folkstone
Hythe a Boat rev Arms. Kent 4 Sorts on one Hen of Kent meet Sir Congxxx
Maidstone arms & supporters Rev Paper Mill of Padstos J Smith
Romney Arms rev. a small Boat. J. Sawyer  Romney Marsh
W.P.& a Lamb rev Justice – W Parris, Dimchurch. Sandwich
an antique Boat. Rev. Arms P. Bundocks – Staplehurst Ius
& Bucks Head, rev. a Prancing Horse Simmonds –
Surely there be some stuck at Rochester, Canterbury
Dover, Greenwich etc etc.? If any to be met with in
Plenty 2 or 3 or each is wished - & Mr L would be willing to
exchange those of his neighbourhood – or any other of his duplicates.
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but I trust it will not be long before you satisfy yourself & in
course Me on this Head – Do You shew My Letters or only read
them to Mr C or others, the same by those You favour me with? for
on this may depend some inconveniences, if the former I say this as
Mr C. observes that He has from You what passes between us, which I
have no objection to, but I think right to hint as much, as our Friend
is no keeper of secrets, sh’d any occur between us.
May every good wish attend you in the desire of – Yours sincerely

Mrs Comp’ts to self and Mrs Denne
John Latham

Barley at 30 shillings at Romsey yesterday
Comp’ts to Brother Brewers

Rev’d Sam’l Denne
Wilmington
Near Dartford
Kent

Single Sheet

[Not in Latham’s Hand]

Of the Sweating Sickness p.75
Sprats Hist of Royal Society
Appendix to Monthly Reviews
Blumenback on the varieties of the
Human Species – In the prefatory
letter, the Author pars Sir Joseph
Banks some High Dutch compliments
in High Dutch Latin.
Letter 7  8 April 1797

D6104/41/7
Rh side

Dear Sir

I begin to be so used to take up a Sheet
of Paper when I mean to write to You, that any Hand of
itself leans thereto, and I argue there; why may I not be
able to fill a sheet as heretofore, so be it: I begin
by saying, that We are all much as usual in these Parts
i.e. pretty well. – My excursion into Kent You know
broke so much into a week that I did little else the remaining
part of it - & you know the week before I enjoyed as much
as I could on my Friend Boys’ Company – I scarcely
from these Circumstances began to do London Business
till the 3rd Week, and was with difficulty, (after paying a
Visit of 2 Days at Chertsey,) able to get to Romsey within
the month of my setting out from thence – I meant to
be up in London again the End of May to the Linnæan Anniv’y
& from thence go into Wales – but my good Friend Mr Pennach
hints to Me that the End of June or Beg’g of July will be the
Best Time, and I make no doubt but He knows when his own
Country looks to the best advantage, therefore I mean to
take the Hint - & more especially as my Son, & Dau’r in Law,
mean to pay a Visit at Chertsey in June & it will suit
us both best, particularly as She will be less in Condition
to take a Journey in July as was first intended – family
conveniences and inconveniences, You know, must be attended to.
I wish much I could be at the Antiq’y Meeting, but
this Year it must not be, another I will suit myself
if possible in taking the advantage of – I must therefore
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depend on hearing all the antiquarian News from You:
for as the meeting will happen on a Monday, You will have
 nothing to prevent You – I expect some more Engravings
in Course, but not an archæologic perhaps till next year,
if then? – I forget whether the annual Payments is at X:s or
the anniversary but be it as it may when You are there I sh’d
be glad of yr getting for Me at least 3 of the Quarto Lists
& put them into Mr P. Sotheby’s stand.
for I wish to send one to 2 Places in German as I have
promised to do as often as I can – also one of last Year
for Mr Sotheby neglected to ask for even one for Me -& in case
any Fee of a shilling or 2/5 is required for the extra Lists
Mr P Sotheby will pay You – as He will also my annual
Payment - & in case I sh’d not write to Him between this & the
25th be so kind to tell him all this.

Is it not an
extraordinary thing that We should suppose We had found out
what no one had before us in the Inscription over the Porch
at the Cathedral of Winchester?
 But looking for somewhat
else into Mr May Itineraries subjoined to his Life &
Remains by Dr Derham, published by Mr Scott – I found the very thing noticed among
many others He saw about & in the Cathedral. vide
p.311 – tho’ the whole acct of his ab’t Winchester does not fill
more than 6 or 7 pages – but He has missed the Inscription on the
Cathed’l itself at the other End. – in short, to know what has
passed one ought to read everything, w’ch is not possible.

I see by Gent Mag p.117 of Feb’y that W. & D. is changed
for S.D. I did not suspect you of being a changeling.

I give Mr Nichols credit for the engraving of Mr Boys’ Seal
in the last Mag. I have compared it with my Casts and find
it well copied – By Favour of Miss Banks I have got
many of the Kentish Coins but extraordinary to say, none of
Rochester & only one of Canterbury (viz the Cathedral) I picked up some add any
in various Ways too at Mr Tachers - & have got lately almost
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all those of Bath w’ch are many; & some of Bristol, so
my collection is respectable in this View – I think I count now
more than 200 different, & some whimsical enough –

Sad Times Master Denne quoth I whom the 3 Per Cent Consols
are 4% but let us hope for better Times, since our President
is chosen one of the Council – I say but little for You
well know that when any Man of Business has talked to Me
of Politics, I always reply Hoc age.

Pray when is the Mountain to bring forth at a [page torn]
Vicarage, for when I paid it a Visit I saw certain [page torn]
of enlargement more than could be occasioned by a Borbon[page torn]
Emphyseme, or Tympanites, i.e. the probability of a Production
of Flesh & Blood, a Son or Dau’r of the 2nd Venture & I think
will not be long first – however the dame bears her burthen
better by far than at a certain House that shall be
nameless, where the Lady after her being first lard[page torn]
down has never risin again - but in Case the [page torn]
rise, it will probably be to be laid down once more [page torn]
verbum fat
I must not close this without saying thro’ you to [page torn]
Friend Pasher that Barlies are here 24-25 – tho’
with you always about 2 Sh’gs under our Market however
my Son loses no opportunity of keeping both Malthouses
at Work, He bought 60 Qu’rs last Saturday at 25 – very good

I am to see a Mr Maton next week, one of our Lin Soc’y who
lives at Salisbury, who is just finished printing Remarks on
the soil of England as far as the Extent of the Vein of Chalk
divides the Island, perhaps continuing it into France? But
I have as yet only an imperfect Knowledge of the Work.

I have just finished an essay of 40-50 pages of Letter Press
& 7 quarto Plates – concerning the Tracheæ avium or what
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is vulgarly called the Windpipes, which in certain species
exhibit unlooked for circumstances – I think the Linnæan
Soc’y will think it of suffic’t Consequence to print & if so
I will have some private Copies, of which you shall be Master
of one, for altho’ it may be out of your Line, it may perhaps
incline you to read it - - All here send Compts to
you & Mrs D.

Yours very sincerely
Romsey 8 April 1797

John Latham

[Address]
Revd Sam’l Denne
Wilmington
Near Dartford
Kent

Single sheet

I am in weekly expectation of a Cargo of Books from
Berlin; which I hope, according to my luck hitherto, will arrive
Safe; especially as I am by adoption from the Berlin Nat. Hist:
Society more than half a Subject to his Prussian Majesty.
whom the French directory hold in great Respect.

Letter 8 27 May 1797

D6104/41/8
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Dear Sir,

I was just congratulating myself that yr latter was not
dated at the bottom which I last received from You when two
things stared me in the face viz that part was written before St
Georges Day and part after added to the Post Mark, so that I
cannot escape blushing for not answering it sooner.

I thank you for the Essay on Roundels in the Mag: for last Month
Did you say or not that the communication of the Daesies on my four
would be of use, if You think they would, I would copy them
for Mr Nichols? – I have long projected the sending up the 
2 Disticts in situ on the Cathedral of Winchester, but Nat. Histy
matters have superseded this intent – In respect to N.H. and Ar’ly
I compare myself to Garrick between Tragedy and Comedy, & tho’
not so great a man, I cannot help like Him, squinting towards
that which pleases me best – do you know any thing more of the
Mallard Story that is told in last Gent Mag p.328 – I thank
you for the story of the Maid of Darenth alas poor Jerry!
unless He uses the argumentum Baculinum in good Time.
One good story deserves a nother at least, tho’ not perhaps of
equal values, yet shewing the intent of a return. I will there
fore give You one about a german Parson that lost his Wig
as I have imported it red hot from the Continent.
Some years since a pious well meaning Clergyman of
Lick in Germany, the neighbourhood of which believed in
Ghosts, apparitions or such like, used frequently in his
discourses to endeavour to eradicate such Fears, and shew
the absurdity of any one’s being affected by them – This Gentleman
who now and then visited his neighbours, chanced on a certain
occasion about Midnight to pass thro’ the Church Yard in his
way home, with his hat in his Hand, just as He got
opposite the Church Porch He heard a Voice saying, as
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He thought Wo, Wo, Wo
 - astonished, on looking round
He saw no one, & taking Courage replied Hier, mit
Gottes Hülfe
 & then proceeded. He had not got far
before his Wig was suddenly and violently snatched from his
Head. His Courage now forsook Him, and it was sometime
before He recovered himself but in the End made shift to
proceed onwards to his House which was not far off – pn his
arrival the alarm in course spread through the Family,
& on considering things it was resolved to keep the Matter
a Secret but this was impossible. The affair took Wind & He
met with nothing but derision from his Parishioners, more
especially as the Circumstance seemed to prove to them
the existence of what their Pastor had striven to inculcate
the Fallacy of.
In about a Month after some Repairs
were wanting to the Roof of the Church, when wonderful
to relate, on taking off the Tiles, the Workman found an
owls nest with young & the Parson’s Wig composing the
material Part of the Nest. The Mystery was now cleared
up, the Wig restored to its owner & the Flock once more
listened to the admonitions of the Preacher, convinced
that nothing supernatural had taken place in the
Event that had happened.

Who is Mr Atkifer that has taken Darenth House?
It is true that I rarely have an answer to
my Epistles written to Bexley. Mr D’d I suppose means to shoot
Tigers at the Cape with the same Bow as He used on Dartford Heath?
or does He tell it as a mere rhodomontade story?  This Word
puts me in mind of a swaggering rhodomontade Fellow who
asked his Friend to write his Epitaph, which his Friend,
assenting to, began thus
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Here lyeth Toby Tickle, what in Bed?
Oh no. perhaps You mean the man is dead?
You’re wrong again, He does not think of dying,
I only meant that Toby’s always lying.

I do not mean that the Cap will fit Mr D or Mr T.L. but
I do not know how the lines came across my Recollection –
I never knew the Rev’d You talk of being so bad, otherwise
than obstinate, his Case above all others should have been
treated with rest instead of which He has done nothing
but irritate the Disease – sh’d He write his own Epitaph &You
live to see it, be so kind to transmit Me a Copy; it must be curious
I wait in expectation on my daily receiving from York Street
the Plates of Exeter Cathedral which I hope will arrive soon
with other desiderata in one Package – I am glad to hear
that Mr Edwards, Bookseller is got again into Pall Mall [page torn]
am to receive from him a Copy of American/George [page torn]
a splendid work of 100 Plates 4to & should have been re [page torn]
delivery more than a year and half since – I cannot say that
I know any thing of the Hon. Mr Finch or his grey Horse, nor have
I seen the Poems You allude to – I thank You for the trouble You
have had in settling Matters with the Ant’y Soc’y & Mr P. Sotheby -
according to yr wishes Your Letter did hold together as far as Romsey
but it would have been less kagged had it come over from Germany.

I am glad to hear that Mrs Deete is safe in her Bed, and hope
most sincerely that she will have better health & Spirits than
heretofore – Young Women look towards Matrimony as the summum bonum
& I hope she will yet be not disappointed.  No news yet of
the other pregnant Lady, surely by this Time all must have ended
well with her? – We have no change in Romsey worth
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communicating, except my finding out this Day, that Sir W.
Pety’s name is spelt on the miserable stone which covers him
without t. thus “Here layes Sir William Pety” and that’s all.

I hope in my next from Mr D to hear as much news about the
Lin. Soc. as You gave Me about the antiq’ys for something new must
now and then arise, and I make no doubt but He and Brother Currey were
there – I much wished it I assure You but it was impossible.

I will however try if I cannot continue to be both at the anniversary
of the Ant’y & Lin’n next year; if not one at least – but it is a
good while to look forward to – Mrs Latham desires her Compts
may be made acceptable to self and Mrs Denne, as well as to all
enquiring Friends – as does likewise
Yours very sincerely
John Latham

Romsey 27 May 1797

[Above address]
I could direct Mr Brand to the place in the Tower of London where I
boarded when a Boy: in the Kitchen of w’ch was a Brass Plate in the Wall, with
a Latin Inscription, it was then white washed with the rest of the Room
but whether there now, or if so, worth [page torn] ing after I know not, It was said
to relate to the murder of the 2 Prin [page torn] lived in that House, as I
was always told.

[Address]
Revd Sam’l Denne
Wilmington
near Dartford
Kent

Single

Letter 9 29 June 1798
D6104/41/9
Rh side
Dear Sir

I give you thanks for a full epistle of the
date of the 20th ult. & in course for the news therein contained
but I think right first to premise that in case you mean to
ride on Horseback on Your Wilmington Pony, when You pay Me
a Visit at this Place You will be safe from the Forest Flie
after another month be past, but not a Word of this to Mons’r
Buonaparte lest he may take the advantage of coming
at a safe season – Captain John Latham gained his
title without difficulty, being chosen thereto nem: Con.
neither did our 2 Companies find any delay or difficulty in
procuring the kings acceptance of their services, notw’g
they have not promised to go beyond the Bounds of the Parish
but I account for the non acceptance of the Services of those
in your neighbourhood on a different Principle viz I well
know that two of the three of the names your letter mentions as
desirous of heading the volunteers are not well wishers to yr
Modus operandi of the present Rulers of the Nation – will
not this better account for the refusal, if I may so call 
it, of the Premier? Our Friend at the Entrance of Dartford
may congratulate Himself on his service, among others,
not being accepted, as I can assure Him that the Times
necessarily taken up in learning the manual as should be
requires no little attendance & attention – I have before
this given You my opinion of the Midasses of Dartford
Heath, but I thank You much for your late account
of their Exhibitions – on some future Day sh’d be glad to
have a Proof of one of the Tickets You mention w’ch You may
put by for Me – whenever I may be able to complain to
advantage of the antiquarian Tenesmus I will, for I feel the
Circumstance forcibly, perhaps it may be owing rather
to costliness that continences that We have not been favoured
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with a Volume sooner be I think the Society can afford to do
it if not let them say so openly – We who pay our Money expect something in Return – I never shall be sufficiently intimiate with (Mr Milner, for He I believe is not much inclined)
to be sociable with Heretics; however, this I may say, that the
few Times I have called on Him He has been perfectly civil.
Time flies so fast that had any one besides yourself hinted
that Mr Chapmans son now going to St Margarets was so nearly
20 years old I could not have believed it – Mr Peach, whom
 you talk of, was my schoolfellow at Merchant Taylors, but
from the Time we left School We did not meet till one of the
Times of my going a Messr Parket & Stackpooles Trial
when He was on the grand Jury, and We recognised each other,
I am glad to hear that He is alive and well – Mr son’s Hops
have come on much since our late Rains, but it is very
uncertain yet what will be the Event concerning them, He had
however, a very good year in the last and I Lent to Him that it
very rare to have two seasons good together – My son has every
reason and then the Prices of Hops sent down from London, which I
… suppose is the custom every where, He does not intend to speculate
in that Commodity, & for one good Reason He has never yet got
anything by speculation – Mr Campbell surely cannot
hold out long, nor ought his Friends to wish for it, He has
been a wonderful man in his Time but corporeal as well as
other fabricks must wear out. – Frank Leigh
I always thought a fine Boy, & will in course prove a severe
Stroke to his Parents should they lose Him, w’ch by Mr Peeters
acc’t favours most likely – I believe I did not say what
the clothing of our Romsey Volunteers was? – if not, I now say
it is scarlet, faced with black velvet, a suitable Button;
Gold Lapels, & the Turn up of the Corners ornamented with a Heart
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edged with gold Cord – White Waistcoats & Pantaloons &
a handsome Cap with a white Feather tipped with red,
& on the whole appear wonderfully martial – I trust too that
their Hearts lie in the right Place, altho’ We all of us
hope no occasion may turn up to try the Experiment.
I have met with a Tablet in Easton Chancel not far
from Winchester, recording the Death of a Lady who had 5
Daughters, and all of them married to Bishops, this seemed
so singular a Matter to Me that I shall take Care to
have it copied out for yr Inspection, tho’ perhaps not
just directly – it is a pretty long inscription.

I seem so well, & have been ever since the warm
weather has come in, that I can almost say
positively that I shall take you by the Hand in [page torn]
Kent before the End of July – in Case I [page torn]
London now, it will prevent my taking the same
Journey till next Spring – I was at the Royal Soc’y
anniv’y last Year, therefore may probably not attend
the next – possibly the 24 April next We may meet?
be that as it may I shall be happy to see an old Friend
any where – at present I am tied by the Leg having my
Son’s Household & Business to see to – He and Family
are on a Visit to Mr Porter (the Father) at Chertsey
& will not return for a fortnight: as soon as I can
recollect myself after they come back, I shall look
towards the Metropolis, To any other Man but my self
the Idea of being broiled in London in July would be a
horrid Thought, but to Me who ever loved roasting Weather
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it has no Horrors. I believe I have now expended
all my Matters in respect to blotting my sheet of Paper
& will therefore conclude myself as usual.
Yours most sincerely
John Latham

Romsey 29 June 1798

Pray give Compts to all Friends who, you think, may
be glad to receive them.

[Address]

Rev Sam’l Denne
Wilmington
Near Dartford
Kent
[In a different hand – Denne’s?]

From Transaction of Linnean Society Vol. IV Art. VII Observation on the Spinning
Limax, by John Latham M.D.. F.R.S., and L.S., Romsey

P88, 89 In respect to the quantity of glutinous matter sufficient for the purpose of Suspension
according to Swatrumerdam the texture of the whole surface of the Body is
more or less disposed to furnish it, but, by the above observations, we find that the
glands of the belly and under parts are those which are materially subservient thereto.
From what has been said it should seem no difficult matter to suppose the possi
bility of every species of the Genus Limax being competent to the forming threads
of the like kind; so far from the faculty being confined to one in particular.
The first discovery of the Singularity which has given rise to the above Essay, like 
many other things was owing to fortuitous observation; and, to say the truth, the
fact was totally unlooked for, and by many scarcely credited as although so
well attested: but knowledge of even Birds is slow in its progress. It is
to be hoped, therefore, that no opportunity will be hereafter neglected by
individuals of forwarding to the Linnean Society their observations
without reserve, although such may appear at first trivial, for they may
probably lead to more consequential discoveries. - Romsey Nov 11 1796

Page 87 Col Montagu adds that he has met with
Numbers of them some of which could not by any means be
induced to spin, as if sensible of their inability so to do, readily turning
back, when approaching to the projecting edge; whilst others at once set
themselves down – without hesitation; so that it might be known by their
motion when near the brink of the Precipice, whether they were endued
with the faculty or not.
Qu. Is there not a Season in
which the Limax spins naturally?
The Silk Worm does not spin at
all times of the year.

Letter 10  7 Oct 1798

D6104/41/10
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Dear Sir,

So much has occurred since I last
had the pleasure of seeing you at Wilmington to
take up my Times that I scarcely had had a Moment
to spare for epistolary Correspondence – You may
remember the man in the Scripture who wanted an excuse
for non attendance at a Supper said that “He had
‘married a Wife’ & therefore He could not come”
it is precisely my Case as far as relates to writing
for what with receiving and returning Visits my
whole Time seems to have been absorbed since
my return to Romsey, however as I have once more
broken the Ice in respect to You since I became
duplex Homo, I hope we shall jog on with folio
after folio in our usual Way.
I wish I had any
news worthy communication to You, but I cannot omit
that last Week being at Winchester I called on Mr
Robins the Bookseller, who told me that the 2nd Volume of
the History of Winchester would be out in 3 or 4 Weeks,
waiting only for the engraver, w’ch He has tied down to
Time by a penalty, for that was the stumbling block before
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I cannot omit most sincerely giving You Joy of our late
glorious Victory, but had any one a twelvemonth since
talked of going to Egypt to fight & conquer the French
who would have believed him? On this occasion no
Place whatever has exceeded ours in exultations of Joy
few perhaps have equalled us – The Bells in course
scarcely ceased ringing the whole of the day – Our Volunteers
met at the Market House & after going thro; their
various evolutions to admiration, went to Capt.
Latham’s to regale an liquids & solids, & not a
little of his best Stringo glided down the red Lane
of those who wished for such kind of refreshments
after which the Volunteers returned to the Market H.
& finishing their Exercises – the Band belonging to them
(which is an excellent one) played every loyal Tune
that they could think of for more than an Hour

In the evening a Feu de Joye in Course with quant. Suffic’t
of Squibs Crackers and Rockets, the whole Town in a Blaze
much to the emolument of the Tallow Chandlers, & perhaps
also of the Knights of Malt – a – I see a Subscription
open for the Souterrein betw. Gravesend & Tilbury, but I
do not intend to be a Subscriber, nor I suppose do You?
Rh side

It is my present intention to put on the next sheet
I shall send You the Easton Inscription at full length
but as this will take some time I must trouble You
to wait yet a little longer – whether You may be able
to pick anything instructive out of it must be left
to yourself.

I am happy to announce here that
We are all well in these Quarters – Mrs Latham,
as an old acquaintance of yours, begs her very
particular remembrance to You and Mrs D[page torn}
I remain as usual Dear Sir
Most sincerely Yours
John Latham
Romsey 7 Oc’r 1798

I hope you will launch your full sheet as usual
towards Romsey very soon.

Lh side
[Different hand probably Denne’s]

From Bruce’s Travels to discover the Source of the Nile. Vol II p.73

At Tubbo – Every tree was full of Birds, variegated With an infinity of Colours,
but destitute of Song; others, of a more homely and more European appearance,
diverted us with a variety of Wild Notes, in a sate of music still distinct
and peculiar to Africa; as different in the composition from our Linnet and
Goldfinch, as our English Language is to that of Abyssinians yet from very
attentive and frequent observation I found that the Sky-Lark at Massuah
sang the same notes as in England. It was observable that the greatest
part of the beautiful painted Birds were of the Jay, or magpie king:

Nature seemed by the fineness of their dress to have marked them

For children of Noise and impertinence, but never to have intended 
them for pleasure
And meditation.

Rev’d Sam’l Denne
Wilmington,
Near Dartford
Kent

Letter 11  2 December 1798

D6104/41/11
Rh side
I thank you, my good Sir, for Your last kind Letter, & in
course for the account of the Gossiping marriage likely to take
Place, & you will join with Me that the Lady concerned therein
will only change her name in point of signification, for
as she always possessed sufficient Tattle, Gossip was the
most proper Name for her hereafter – I join with Yourself
in the appellation you have framed for the dulcime one
of the Knight of St John of Jerusalem – Lowfield
had the last Time I was there put on a New Faw, as I see a
Coachmakers Shop at the Corner of the Turning to Mr Pl’s Brewhouse
I do not wonder that the name of the Place of dissipation
sh’d be given to anything that Mr Bedell possessed
as that was the xxx whole of his Conduct thro’ Life

I cannot get at the article in the Review You mention, but 
I somewhat incline to your opinion that in the End as many People
may talk the English Language as that of the French, altho
this last nation has used every Mode of Erection to obtain
universality; & I look upon the Sun of that frivolous Nation
as Setting, & it seems a wonderful disposition in Providence
that Buonaparte who carried all before Him in Europe
on the Continent, should take the Pains to sail in to Egypt
to be conquered in turn by the ifnorant and Wild arabs
What You relate concerning Messrs Hershal, Ellis &
Mayo I have not as yet attended to, but will at my earliest
Leisure – all I add here is that Mrs Latham is acquainted
with Saxon Professor – The 2 quarter part of Wafers
which I used to fasten up my last letter were applied (as I
thought)  to such Places between the lines as there appeared
to be room for them, but I suppose they pressed by the Wafer
Seal beyond their designed Bounds – I will only put one Seal in
future, but in case the Clerk at the Post office had opened my
Letter He would have found Nugæ & præterea Nihil
Lh said
Our Provincial Cavalry seems at a Stand – We have not had
even a Muster for many Months, so that my Horse is never
likely to become a War Horse, unless it be by Instinct.

You certainly must be mistaken, when You call yr Project next
to be carried into Execution incomprehensible, for comprehensible
it certainly will be made when a certain Knight is to be made
the chief expounder of it in yr Quarters –

I am happy in the hopes of Seeing my old Friend Mr Boys
in these Quarters, being about to resign his Place of Senior
Surgeon to the Roy. Hospit. Of Deal – His son however cannot
as yet take it just directly as He is at present at Marieres in France
attending the British Prisoners, for w’ch He is allowed a handsome
Salary – A successor to Mr B. junr is appointed, but the Exchange
of one Surgeon for another in France cannot be made speedily

I need scarcely inform You that our Church was more
completely filled on Thursday, our Thanksgiving Day
as I make no doubt Yours and every other was equally so,
as the occasion was most glorious and consequential to
old England -  I was extremely pleased too with the
arrangement of the various Corps in Romsey in respect to
their Procession to our venerable old Church – firstly
the 26th Reg’t Horse – then the Regim’ now on recruiting
Service, followed by others of the Marine Cops & lastly
the New Forest Rangers, with own Volunteers with
a most excellent Band of Music. But all this I believe
I told you in my last – however I cannot too often respect 
the cordiality between the Military, Emigrants & Townsmen
& the real Loyalty of all Parties.
As I was at our
Royal Anniversary last Year, I have thought it no Crime
to omit attending this, espec’y as I spent a great Portion
of Time in London during the Summer – I fancy We
Rh side

shall have the delivery of our second Part of Transactions
long before You have any from your Society w’ch appears
to Me to act in a paltry, stingy, manner – however I (as
a Young Member) ought not to take the Part of a Censor
in respect to the Conduct of the said Society.
Our Barley Market fluctuates, about 29 or 30 Sh.
per Quarter – but We seem to fancy that it will be
cheaper, as more than an usual Number of Malsters
from afar call at the Brewhouse to ask whether any of their Commodities
are wanted – It is the same with the Hop Merchants
more of whom call at Romsey than usual, in order
to frighten the Brewers in to present Purchase, lest 
this article may be dearer by and bye
I MEAN SOON TO WRITE TO Mr Peete to wish him [page torn]
Joh of the arrival of a new support to his old [page torn]
age, as I learned from him in his last that a
Boy had arrived at his House – We are in daily
expectation on one of some sex or other at the
Brewhouse, I fancy about Christmas, as the
Lady looks very round

Have You read de la 
Peronse on Vancouver Voyage? The first is written
in the true stile of a Frenchman, but seems to contain
something new in point of Discovery – whether Johnsons
or Stockdales Translation be the better I cannot say,
having only got at the latter, but the Plates of this are
certainly better than those of Johnsons – Mrs L.
begs her best Comp’ts to You & Mrs Denne 
hers & yours

I am 
most sincerely
John Latham

Romsey 2d Dec’r 1798
Lh side
[Different Hand possibly Denne]
The Times – Dec 24 shortly will be published. The Mysteries of the Hop Trade,
and a little sweet Wort for the citizens – By Peter Pinder – To be dedicated to
that truly benign Reputation Nibbler – Sir Tim Goose –
An Evening Paper says: No less than three Informations have been laid within
the last week against Capital Breweries, for using Quassia, and other delete
rious ingredients. We are happy to find, that the Legislature intend a great
advance and Penalty (a portion to go to the informer) in consequence of the
prevalent custom of adulterating our ordinary beverage.

[At bottom of page, in same hand]

From The London Herald to Saturday Jany 19 1799

The Editor of one of the Dublin Journals makes the following curious remarks
in answer to his correspondents – “Bad and indistinct penmanship seems
“to be a polite affectation; as if the well-bred and NSU educated man should
“be ashamed of excelling in an art equally useful and ornamental. We receive
“many essays, the contents of which we can only make out by parts, and written
“in such strange and capricious characters, that we find them as difficult
“to decipher as an half obliterated record of the middle ages. We hope, in
“future our correspondents will feel that to write plain and legible will
“be of no injury to their character, or their credit.”

Maidstone Journal Jan’y 22 1799. In a Letter signed by A Lover of his Country -
I appeal to every honest mans breast what less than a halter should be
the portion of those, who, would for gain poison their fellow creatures
malt, hops, and water, are all that is necessary that must useful and whole
some drink, good Beer

The Stealing of Hops by Wholesale – not fewer than fifty pockets –
valued at £600.

Rev’d Sam’l Denne
Wilmington,
Near Dartford
Kent

Letter 12  27 January 1799
D6104/41/12
Rh side
Dear Sir

You do not expect Me to send You an antiquarian
Morsel in every Letter I may forward into Kent, but I
continue nevertheless to write to you on some subject or other
however little interesting – I am certainly nearer to Goring
than yourself but having no Fiend gifted with Research
near that Place it will be impossible for Me to get at
the Register of it. I thank You for Notice
about the Epilogue You say the Bishop Hoadley penned, but
at present I have not found its Place in Gent. Mag
I am told that it requires the Ideas of an Engineer to
understand the true nature of Tunneling under Water – it
is true that a Tunnel is now carrying on at Southampton
as part of the Navigable Cut from there to Redbridge
but being attempted to be carried thro’ an unstable Lock
it fell in as fast as the hollow was made to place the Bricks
therefore the whole is not made sub Dio, cutting thro’ the
Hill from top to Bottom instead of coercing thro’ it;
however, in respect to the Thames, I believe the Chalk to
be better capable of excavation, witness the Pits We see
of it every where in Yr Neighbourhoold – a propos,
have You seen the Pamphlet about the ancient Clausentum
at Southampton – I have not been there, but Ld Palmerston
& Sir Chas Blagden have, & tell Me that they can make
it all out very well (vide Gough’s Camd. Britannia)
w’ch gives a very good acc’t – many Coins are continually
turned up by the Plough – as low as the Emperor Gordianus.
I know no more about myself that what I have s’d above.
I thank You for yr intention of forwarding Pattenham
I shall receive it thro’ the Channel You mean to put it into

Lh side
most securely.
We are never satisfied about the Weather
I denied all last summer that Romsey in the Mud, could
ever be a proper Epithet for the Place I live in, but at this
present moment I will grant the Propriety of Such a Name:
that’s however to a Pair of Bath Clogs, which I wear daily,
I am enabled to enter my Friends Houses with unsoiled Feet,
We copy Bath too in another Particular for We have two
Sedan Chairs, which take a Person to any Part of Romsey
for 6d a turn, so that any Lady may pay a Tea or Card
visit, & return for one shilling, w’ch is even to the few who keep
Carriages here, far better than the wear & Tear of Horses, Chaise
& Coachman – as to the Paper War You hint in carrying on
about Quassic, Sention or Aloes, I had not before heard of it.
I believe the Dartfordians to be very honest Gentlemen,
but were I to judge the materials, (besides Hops) which they
put into their Beer, I am clearly it can be no other than the
last of the 3 named, as an old Lady at Sutton said, whenever
she drank a Sup of Dartford Beer it saved her a dose
of Physic!!! This is a new Hint, but do not tell the Pamphlet
writers of it, and above all not to be it so generally forth
lest our Friend Peete be ultimately injured by it -
but to be serious – I must suspect that the injury done to his
majesty’s liege subject by drinking Brewers Beer, arises
from Quantity rather than Quality – Let Joyce take
Care of this, but I can assure her that “twill her Heart receive
“& while she still can drink her Ale” – “The still will be
“alive” – so says the Song or somewhat like it –
Our old Friend Tom Nash has lived to a decent old age
not like one of our summer Gnats which are here today &
gone to morrow – how long his Brother at the Cock will longer
crow is not for You nor me to say, but I was of yr opinion
that He was more likely to take his Departure the first of the two.
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By what I saw at my late friend Pennants, when at
Douning, there is at least as much yet unpublished in MS
as has already come from his Pen no less than 22 Volumes
in folio, viz Outlines of the Globe of which only the View
of Hindoostan has yet made its appearance - & these
seem to be fit for publication, being written out in a very
fair Hand, & except in selection of necessary Plates &
other Decorations, seem to be fit for the undertaking of any
Bookseller who may date to attempt it – as to his Son, I
never heard any Hint of his having written any thing, with an
intent of publishing – but I believe He furnished his Father
with much Matter, during his Travels in Switzerland
& other Parts where He was for some Time.

Our Romsey Volunteers go on with their usual Loyalty
My Son is now the only Captain as the Capt. Commandant
is now Major – this same Captain also has had an [page torn]
addition to his own Household by the Birth of a the [page torn]
son, now 3 weeks old, who may (or may not) be a Captain
in his turn – perhaps You have not observed that my Nephew
(W. Latham’s son) had twin sons to begin with, about 2 months
since – I being to recount, as the Patriarchs of old, how many
relatives have sprung from Me and my Collaterals
for You know that I have long been the Head of my Family
in point of Years – I find that Barley if good was at
29 Sh. or even 30 Sh the last Market, but expected to be
cheaper – as to 10 per cent Taxes the major Part of us have so
honestly sworn to our incomes that We shall not feel any
alteration – no so I fear in Kent, as I am informed that a
certain Gent, not one hundred Miles from Stone Castle, has
has swallowed an oath, that his income is only £50 per annum
Lh side
Is this possible? I think not, as that sum will scarcely pay
for his Port Wine – I had this from an occasional Visitor into
these parts, who assured Me of the Fact – as to my Part
I am resolved to furnish our valuable Premier with my Quota
as long as possible – There are many superfluities which We
may do without, & in such a contest as the present it would be
be hard indeed if all of us could not give up a few personal
gratifications – In return for your good Wishes I have
only to add here ours as sincerely towards Yourself & Mrs D
Mrs Latham begs to write in Compts etc to you both
remaining myself Dear Sir
Yours most sincerely
John Latham
Romsey 27 Jan 1799

Rev’d Sam’l Denne
Wilmington,
Near Dartford
Kent

Letter 13  27 May 1798

D6104/41/13
Dear Sir

I have at last been as good as my word in sending
You the inclosed Epitaph, which is on a Tablet on the S. side of the
Church, between the Communion Table & Pulpit – You may rely on the
Facsimile as far as relates to orthography - & I have also given
You a Sketch of the Slab itself – The arms could not readily be made
out – I thank you for Your kind epistle of the 13th Date, as it
affords me no little information concern’g our quondam Neighbourhood
& wish I could give You some chitchat about ours – all I can say
is that about us testify our unfeigned Joy on the late glorious
Events of the Egyptian and Channel Victories, such unanimous rejoicings
I never was before Witness too – We thought our old steeple would
come down about our Ears, so continually did the Rope-tuggers act
their Parts – We have had too two grand Exhibitions of our
Volunteers who are said to go thro- the manual to the full as well
as any regulars whatever – on the last day a Company of Horse
met then in the Market Square, and both went thro- their Evolutions
& I really think the Romseyites fired the more close of the two.
Our Horse Company are 26th Dragoons, about 50 in number
and lately come from the W. Indies – Why do You my good Friend
make use of the Word Souterrein when an English Word would do
just as well – surely our adopting even a single instance the
language of our inveterate Foe cannot be right – notw’g We have
authority from Ireland in the Words Depot, Bulletin, & many
others of like import – I agree with You concerning
the embodying of Prov: Cavalry proving so great a grievance as
You mention to a certain Barrister & Brewer, but it is not for
all Men to be foresighted, if it were to be so in general,
God help us; for our fighting Men would be very few in
Proportion to what they now are – I fancy that the Travellers
you mention who were going to Weyhill did not go to Southampton;
had they, it would have been but little out of the Way to have
passed by us, if not on acc’t of roads the very best Way -
We should have been glad to have seen them – I thank You
for the news about Teston House & its inhabitant, as have been
thereby informed of what I could not otherwise have known.

I hope when the Antiquary Society shall be delivered of the Burthen now
pregnant with, We shall see somewhat good, November is not far off
as to the ci devant Vice president He always appeared to Me to be
highly sensible of his momentary authority whilst in the Chair:
I knew Him very little, but have been informed by those who did
that his conduct in common was rather old womanish.

I must not omit thanks in my Sons name for the account
of Hops You gave us in yr Last & He does not want yet, but
must submit in course when he does – If I do not mistake
Barley was from 29 to 31 on Sat ‘y Sen night – but his last
marketing I know not – Your old, & continuing Friend
Mrs Latham wishing to take up he Pens as well as
myself, I have allowed her Room so to do by subscribing
in this place myself

Yours very sincerely
John Latham
Romsey 27 OS 1798
 [Hand not Latham’s, presumably Mrs Latham]

Dear Sir

I cannot deny myself the pleasure of renewing
my old acquaintance with the worthy vicar of
Darenth, whom I have not ceased to respect although
It is now some years since we met, at which time
we could neither of us have Imagined that I should
address you from Romsey nor under the Signature which
our good friend now given me a title to – I wish your
old Hobby would (to use your own phrase of will he, Nill he
convey you to Romsey, & that you would post yourself to
be drawn by those who are better acquainted with the road
I am certain few visitants would receive a more cordial
welcome, and when tired of us, you could amuse yourself
with the library and there are within a few Miles many
interesting Objects In your own line of pursuit – It is sin
gular that you should mention the Intended marriage of Sir
Charles Middleton with Miss Stobles, xxx Inn the lady
but know heard her frequently mentioned by her Aunt Mrs 
Gould, the youngest sister of her Mother, with whom I have
been living In friendly Intercourse some time, and She Is
At this moment fixing herself in the Cottage I left when I came 
here, her Husband Is aid de Camp, and Major of Brigade to

Letter 14  29 March 1799

D6104/41/14 (incomplete)
Lh page

As others You find do not, I submit in course -
The Gentleman, who I find means to write in defense of
Bishop Hoadley, is Dr Ash of Southampton as I am told
but not his Nephew, otherwise than having married his
neice? – Were I to charge, I should not deign to enter
the Lists against Mr M. – it is sufficient that the
Book He has written is its own condemnation –

The Catalogue of Stars mentioned in my last was not
in Phil. Trans. But in an extra delivery, which now &
then happens in our Society as well as yours.

At this Place I have been interrupted by Company, one
of w’ch, who knows Dr Ash – says that Chancellor Hoadley
the son of the Bishop married a Miss Ash, whose Brother was
Father to the present Dr A. above alluded to – I am much
pleased to be able to set You to rights in this Particular.

Mrs Clarke of Chigwell is not the first whose letter has been
sent back for a better direction, for I remember to have heard

Rh page

a similar occurrence for another Quarter, but I do not just now
remember who mentioned it to Me.

I thank you for a Copy of the dedication of Vol vij of Hist’y Kent.
I wish I could see a dedication to Vol IV in folio, but fear I
must wait some time yet before this circumstance shall happen

I am sorry to head of the death of yr old Neighbour Harding
whom I always esteemed as a worthy inoffensive Man – I
have attended Him many Times, as well as his Father before Him,
but never suspected nor believed that either of them were other
than sober Men – as to the last departed, his Complaints were
generally inflammatory, and sometimes required two or three Times
bleeding, which with a little Medicine, & good nursing, always
succeeded, but we well know, that some one Time must be the last.

I am of yr opinion in respect to the late D. of Leeds
had He presided as P.A.S. we sh’d have lave I suppose
sisputation on Music – not but I am informed He was
otherwise what may be called a clever Man – I fa [page torn]
Mr Kirkby has not got a Fortune by renting Haxstat [page torn]
I knew very little of Him, but could not do otherwise so [page torn]
that Port Wine, and Cards seemed to preponderate in Him [page torn]
a good Farmer He certainly was not, except in his own opinion.

Ingress has I believe cost the late owner £18,000 – viz 
12,000 the first Purchase - & 6000 since, at least He told Me so
but neither You nor I think that any one will now give that sum
for it – In my last I think I said that We were reading
Vancouvers Voyages – We have now gone thro- it, & in Case You
may be able to obtain the Loan of it, I recommend the Perusal
of it to You – by the bye, I think that Government will not soon
think of sending out ships solely on Discovery, for this seems
to be a very expensive undertaking.  We all continue 
well in this Place.  Mrs L. begs her good wishes may
attend You & Mrs Denne – added to those of Dear Sir
Yours very sincerely
John Latham
Romsey 29 March 1799

Rh side
It is not fit my good Sir that I should always enter:
tain You More anitquo, for sh’d you judge as I do, a
mixture sometimes of the modern, by way of diversity, cannot
fail of being pleasant. I have therefore copied our
Military Engisn for your Inspection, not in the most
delicate manner perhaps, but equally intelligible to You
A Pair of Colours has been talked of for some Time
among the Ladies as a Present to our Volunteer Corps, and lo
here You see the figure of one – the other is the union at
large, as You see in the Canton Corner of the figure above
with the Portcullis & Scroll as in that Representation!
I find that the Pair is to cost 40 guineas! All of which
is subscribed, & the Colours themselves expected here daily;
so you see that we do not suppose ourselves ruined in
this part of the World – for my part, I think as good a
Battle may if necessary, be fought without them, but
Lh side
Mrs L. desires Me to ask You, if the black Walnut
you had from her, & at first made such progress in its
growth, is still alive –

We boggle at the trifling age of 216 – pray what think you
of the Life recorded in last Gent: Mag:?

Rev:d Sam:l Denne
Wilmington
near Dartford
Kent

Letter 15  26 February 1799

D6104/41/15

Rh side

Dear Sir,

I once again take Pleasure in answering your
favour of the 9th date, but not recived by Me till the 15th
In respect to the Inscription on the Monument in Eastern Church in Gent. Mag. I
had no hand therein, besides transmitting the Copy to You, as to
my name being put at the bottom, it certainly was by no meand by
my Permission, & had I meant it ever to have appeared with my
Signature, I should have added somewhat concerning the Church
itself, as this is not the only curiosity therein – I sent You a
fac simile as to spelling – but I observe two faults in the
print – viz. Remembraince for Remembrance in the first
Line - & on for of at the beginning of the last Line but two?

I remember a similar Circumstance in Mr Thorpe’s
Custumale roffense p.254 where our late Friend the author
printed a Letter from Me to Him, w’ch I never intended should go
beyond his Desk, for had I known his wish of publishing my
Thoughts on what my Letter was meant to be an answer to, I
could & would have illustrated the Matter more fully by far,
but all this is entre nous, & there let it rest.

I thank You for the Notice of the Epitaph in Alconbury Church
as well as animadversions on the Whistlerian Monum’l Inscription
which I cannot suppose far otherwise than as Mr Gough
surmises, except that the Young Man in Question might be
21 or 16 – by knowing out the first or last figure – but this 
matter I shall not further dwell on.
It is usual with Me
to have my thoughts flow faster than my Pen is able to utter
them on Paper, & were I to take Pains to write well by writing
more slowly, who knows whether You & many others might not
lose many a good Thing, owing to the length of Time necessary
to retain a long sentence in a short Memory, whereby You
might have from Me instead of full time & particular accounts
Lh side

This days post brought Me a Letter from my Friend Boys
who tells me that his Son left Valenciennes the 26 of Jan. with
a Passport for England through Parish, where He was to settle his
acc’ts with the superintendant of the British medical Business in France
so that He is in daily expectation of Seeing Him - soon after which
I hope to have a Visit from Him at this Place, either going or returning
from Bath – which He has for some Time planned.

[bottom of page]

Mr new Grandson – Lawrence – is going on well – all others well
in these Quarters – Mrs Latham begs her best respects to
Self & Mrs Denne, as well as yr next neighbours & all other
enquiring Friends – I remain as heretofore
Dear Sir
Yours very sincerely
John Latham

Romsey 26 Feb 1799

Rev’d Sam’l Denne
Wilmington
Near Dartford
Kent

Lh side

Only half digested, and abrupt narratives with here and there even
an Hiatus, from forgetting how to proceed; besides, my good Friend
is it not the Province, nay, is it not the Pleasure, of an antiquary to
decipher illegibility! – It has been esteemed about an equal
Point whether my late Friend Pennart, or yr humble Servant
wrote the worst, but the son of the former by far outdoes his Father
on this Score, as a Letter from him received a Week since evinces
for it required two or three attacks from Me before I could read
it all – whereas I could always read the Epistles from my old
Friend, off hand, as We say –
As to the Antiquary Society, I must
leave it to itself, I can only say that We had nothing for our two
Guineas this last Year, nor do You or others say whether, or when,
we shall in the following – not so with our Royals – We have our 
2 vol constantly, besides, I have just rec’d a most entertaining
Work from thence viz. a Catalogue of Stars etc etc consisting of
about 140 pages in folio all in figures – suum cuique, it is
no find for Me, nor I think for You? – a Boyish Feat
indeed was that of Sir G. Snatch Pull as he was called when
canvassing about Dartford – Only snap’t the Backlinen quotha!
Why this is no less that the Tendo Achillis, & may be the occasion
accord’g to Swift, of it proving a Kill Ease all his life Time

Whether our Friend at Rempston is on the right Side or not I will
not undertake to say, if so, it will be the first Time that He has
been perfectly so I believe, & You & I have known him from his
Youth up – I judge the manufacture of Gunpowder to be a necessary
thing, at least we cannot aver it is not, but the farther I ever was
from the smell of it the better in my opinion – I wonder that Men can
be persuaded to follow the Business so easily, & for so little Gain
as I know they do, but I believe that the Work is not drudgery.
How wonderful it is that the Subscription for the Tunnel is filled
w’ch the Papers mention – I find it to be sanctioned by the Trinity House
& I suppose as soon as an Act is passed, it will be begun on

Rh side
I believe Mr Milners attach on Bishop Hoadley will not
be passed over unnoticed, as a Winchester Lady told Me yesterday
that a relation of his a Nephew? has penned, if not already in the Press,
a Pamphlet on the subject – Whatever may have been the
obstacles from Snow in your Parts, we have not experienced 
any think like what You mention hereabouts as the Coaches
between Portsmouth & Bristol have passed my House every
Day as usual – The Snow for a week past has been totally
gone but I really believe We live in a more benign Climate
than that in which You are situated, I observe We are more
forward in our culinary Productions - & it is rare that a Myrtle
against a Wall is killed – tho’ less mild than in Devonshire
Cornwall where these plants compose garden Hedges.
How the 40 pockets of Hops could hop out of a Warehouse
in the manner said, to Me seems mysterious – it is certain
that there are more Hops in hand that the Dealers care to
own, as a Puff on that article in the Star advising the
Brewers to buy up the few that are left – seems to evince.

Mrs L and I are just arrive at Attoway one of the Sandwich
Islands in the Discovery with Mr Vancouver - &  We purpose going
forward with Him tomorrow Evening, towards America. – We both
think our Mode is a most excellent Way of Travelling – as our
Ideas jog on without corporal Exertion –I think the Work
well worth reading – The arte of Poesie came safe to
my Hand a few days since & I have gratified a Friend
with the sight of it, who wanted much to see it - a more quaint
Book you & I never saw, & has been the Basis of many
modern Performances – I am sorry to see my old
neighbour Geo: Notley of the Rose in the Gazette, which I did
this morning – I thought when I left Dartford that He seemed
to be going on well – Do You hear any more of Mr Hasted’s
4th folio Volume? I begin to be tired with expectation
� This is likely to be a reference to Hasted, Edward, Hasted’s History of Kent, (Canterbury?, 1794)


� Latham’s note: Archaeol. Iij p.157


� Life of W of W p.287


� The reverse of Grex, Plebs, Populus, Mundus, and others – much maya be said on this �Head but it would be only wasting Time.


� [I wonder if Latham is mistaken here. St Mary ovaries is in Southwark not Southampton.]


� Ce/ipt communi proprium etc etc


� Where, where, where


� Here by God’s help


� Hic jacet Ælfegus – recubans aut rite Sepultus?�Neutro: Jactator vivus at ille jacet.  Anon
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